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1 
INTRODUCTION 

Poultry includes, a number of avain species such as 

chicken, turkeys, geese, gunea fowls which have been 

domesticated and reared for their flesh, eggs and feath­

ers. Chicken alone accounts for about 90% of the total 

poultry. 

Poultry farming in India has registered a 

phenomenol growth during the last two and half decades 

and today India ranks fifth in world egg production. 

Poultry sector contributes around Rs. 15,000 to the gross 

national product (GNP) and employs, over half a mil­

lion people. The increasing awareness of the nutritive 

value of eggs and thereby the need for a balanced meal 

has led to the change in eating habits with vegetarians, 

accepting egg as a part of their diet. Simultaneously, 

there has been an increase in the purchasing power and 

more money is available for spending on quality food 

resulting in an additional 10% demand for eggs and poul­

try flesh per year. Nutritionally, people eat poultry meat 

 



 

is proved that this science has a tremendous range of 

treatment, which can fill up many gaps that exist in the 

present system of medicine. 

Important Hints 

Poultry keeping is a delicate industry requiring observa­

tion on feeding, management and disease control. Gen­

erally major losses are due to contagious and infections 

diseases. Once the flock is affected, the whole farm be­

comes involved and it looses its existence. The diseases 

in which major losses are noticed are, Ranikhet, Fowl 

pox, Coccidiosis, Gumboro, Salmonellosis, etc. Other dis­

eases are produced due to unhygenic conditions, con-

laminated water, food, excess heat, cold, etc. 

Infectious diseases are so fatal that the owner hardly 

has any time to control it. Hence prevention is better 

than cure. To avoid the diseases and losses, emphasis 

should be given on the following points: 

1. Vaccination schedule should be followed strictly. Gold 

chain maintenance is important to preserve the po­

tency of vaccine. Administration of the required dose 

should be strictly followed. 

2. Farms should be kept hygenically clean, dampness 

should be avoided. Clean water should be supplied. 

Accumulation of water in the vicinity of the farm 
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